
 
When Things go South 
 
“I'm not perfect; I make mistakes all the time. All I can do is to try my best to learn from my 
mistakes, take responsibility for them, and do a better job tomorrow.” Lana 
 
 
Dear Families, 
 
The last two years have been challenging for many of us. More and more young people in 
our society are experiencing mental health concerns. Fortunately, there are many great 
things being put in place to help our community. At OGPS, we have many people and 
external organisations dedicated to helping others. If we identify that a young person has a 
possible mental health concern, we have the possibility of helping them in a variety of ways, 
including: 
- talking with and listening to the young person 
- family communication  
- working with the teacher 
- seeking advice from Andy McNeilly (MHAWC) 
- working with James Field (Disability Inclusion) 
- communication with Rhonda Stubbings (Chaplain) 
- working with Scott McCumber (Principal) 
- working with Kristy Hannan-Cuthbertson (Assistant Principal) 
- support from SSS (Student Support Services – usually the psychologist) 
- notifying the Department of Education  
- identifying other external resources for support. 
  
In all instances, the school and staff want the best for all students, and we also seek to 
understand. Our intent is always to help and do the right thing and help our children. 
For some families, it may feel overwhelming and sometimes we won’t have the answers. 
We will work with families to hopefully find solutions or supports that work for them. 
Sometimes it takes longer than we would like, and other times may be quicker. We are 
compiling a range of resources that will be put in our newsletters and school website for 
families to access. 
“A child's mental health is just as important as their physical health and deserves the same 
quality of support.” Kate Middleton 
 
 
Thanks for all your support. 
Andy McNeilly 

Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator (M-HAWC) 

 
 


